Japan in World Politics

The action of the Japanese Government with regard to
missionaries and missionary work is such as might be
followed with advantage by the Chinese Government.

It ought to be much more distinctly recognised than it
is that Christian missionary work in China or in any of the
other countries which are usually called heathen, and
especially in those which have a civilisation of their own,
will never make any real progress among the educated
classes until there is a more common agreement as to what
Christianity is, and it is taught in harmony with the funda-
mental characteristics of the people. The varieties of
Christianity which are at present presented to the peoples
of the East must be most confusing. Their propagators
make the mistake of supposing that a theology which has
grown up under Western influences is either suitable or
acceptable to Eastern minds. The conduct of the people
of the West, both individually and nationally, towards
Eastern people is another reason why Christianity is not
more freely accepted, In very few cases are the lives of
Westerners who live in the East, disciplined, refined, or
religious. For the most part they are self-centred and
devoted to the making of money, or to what goes by the
name of enjoyment. The sketch, which we have given of
the political relations of the East and the West, shows that
these are not calculated to inspire a regard for the religion
which is supposed to be the foundation of Western civilisa-
tion. When that civilisation is studied in detail, with all its
ever-widening extremes of poverty and wealth, its social
problems and its immense armaments which are sucking the
life-blood of the people, and they compare it with their own,
they come to the conclusion that the latter is to be preferred.
Those countries which have made a beginning in Western
civilisation do not find it an altogether unmixed blessing,
while thoughtful Westerners who have resided in the East
not infrequently come to the conclusion that there is more
need to preach to the " circumcised " than to the so-called
heathen, who in many respects are as industrious, law-